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MY DOGS OF WAR 
A few days ago, "The Road Warrior" came into rotation 
on one of the cable movie channels. I sat down to watch 
it for the, I don't know, hundredth time. It's a great film, 
one of my favorites. 

It's a great film that was made in 1981, а full 30 years 
ago. I remember going to a theater in Edgewater, New 
Jersey, to see "The Road Warrior" in its first release. It 
made a hell of an impression on me at the time. As it 
continues to now. 

In 1981, “The Road Warrior’ offered a window into 
a dusty new cinematic world—a raw vision of punk- 
flavored cowboys 
and Indians played 
out against the atomic 
wasteland of a future 
gone sour. l'd never 
seen anything like 
it before. I had no 
exposuretoAustralian 
movies then, either, 
so its Australian-ness 
gave it an extra exotic 
layer. Well, maybe 
not exotic. Strange. 

The way it 
impresses me now is 
completely different. 
It looks naive, and not 
just because 30 years 
have passed and Mel 
Gibson is an old man 
instead of a young buck. It looks naive because of the 
tattoos. There are none. 

Sure, there might be one or two real ones peeking 
out of some stuntman’s sleeve, but as far as the movie 
goes, there’s nothing. And with the lens of time firmly in 
place, it looks really silly. 

Here are two gangs in the barren wasteland after 
the atomic apocalypse. The guys in the figurative black 
hats, literally black mohawks, are running around in 
homo-erotic leather stuff, assless chaps and whatnot. 
You'd think that the merciless broiling sun would be a 
burn hazard. Both sides, since the fall of civilization, 
are reduced to crossbows and boomerangs for weapons 
with a few exceptions. The good guys—the blond folks 
in the white outfits that fully cover their asses—have a 
flame thrower for additional home defense. Mad Max 
has a double-barreled shotgun with a significant lack 
of shells, and The Humungous has a big revolver with 
maybe a dozen rounds of ammo. The lanky weirdo has a 
gyrocopter; Max drives the last of the V-8 Interceptors. 

And throughout it all, no tattoos. What is it that the 
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non-believers throw at tattoos? You ll regret it when 
you're older, right? How would that translate here— 
you ll regret it while you're being ground into hamburger 
chasing Mad Max while carrying out the orders of the 
Lord Humungous, Ruler of the Wasteland, the Ayatollah 
of Rock and Rollah. Not likely. 

Try and imagine what “Тһе Road Warrior" would 
look like today. Instead of the leather mask, The Lord 
Humungous might have a moko, borrowed from 
Australia's Southern neighbor. And while the mohawks 
looked way hip in '81, The Lord Humungous' men would 
probably have shaved 
heads and be tattooed 
top to bottom instead. 
Max would be sleeved 
almost for sure and 
might have an image 
of his old badge on his 
chest. The flyer with 
the bad teeth might 
show viewers a dorsal 
gallery of aviation 
ink — wings, at least. 
Whichever way the 
art went, tattooing 
would be prominent 
enough to carry the 
welght of a character 
on its own. Instead, 
there's nothing but a 
huge vacancy sign. 

This is how completely tattooing has taken over — and 
how fast. Thirty years from absolutely zero in a movie 
that was almost tailor-made for ink to where we are 
today: world domination. In the case of Mad Max, by 
the pathetic third installment, "Beyond Thunderdome” 
(1985), the casting people had at least found Angry 
Anderson, the fully sleeved lead singer from Rose Tattoo. 
He played one of Tina Turner's henchmen. Tattoos at 
last. Too little too late, but at least they made the effort. 


— Chris Pfouts 
Editor 
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імгевмайомаі. tattoo авг welcomes Letters. 
all Letters suBmittep WILL Be CONSIDeReD fon PUBLICALION. we Reserve tHe RIGH to epit aND/OR excerpt Letters as 
space pictates, ۴ кегатмімс [He ORIGINAL INTENT. SEND YOUR THOUGHTS, positive OR Negative, ON аму aspect of 


tattooing to: 


INteRNatioNaL tattoo art, 


mavety терја GROUP LtD.,669 MONTROSe avenue 
SOUTH разре D, New Jensey 07080. 


te the editer 


"WITH THE MOST PRIMITIVE MEANS THE ARTIST CREATES SOMETHING WHICH THE 
MOST INGENIOUS AND EFFICIENT TECHNOLOGY WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO CREATE." 


IT TAKES A SPECIAL TALENT 


Hi. І was just wondering if the artwork 
that you are talking about sending 10, 
does it have to be a tattoo? Can it be 
just artwork? І am an artist and І would 
like to get my artwork out there in 

the tattoo world. І got some tattooing 
stuff and basically have just tattooed 
my own body and І found out that just 
because you can draw does not mean 
you can tattoo. It definitely takes a 
special talent to put artwork on one's 
body! I have much respect for tattoo 
artists. 


--Lynne Еуаго 


Via e-mail 


We have featured non-tattoo artists 
many times in the past, but none 
recently. So уез, feel free to submit non- 
tattoo art—but we really prefer that it 


have at least some relation to tattooing. 


ARE WE FOR REAL? 


І would really like a chance to show 
off my work. But І come from a very 
small community in Wyoming—1s it 
true you look at every picture that gets 
sent to you or do I just become lost in 
the mail? 

--Heather 
You re kidding, right? We get mail from 
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all over the world, and we don t give 
a hang about anything but the quality 


of the tattoos in the photos and the 





photos themselves—are they in focus, 
well lit, etc. Photo quality—focus and 
lighting—is usually good these days, so 
we can give our attention to the tattoos 
themselves. The last thing we care 
about is the population of the town 
where the artist lives—in fact it makes 
absolutely no difference at all. 

One thing though—we really love 
to be the first to publish work by a 
new talent. And often, new stars in the 
tattoo sky are found working in small 
towns. So get with it. Put some pictures 
in an envelope—with your name and 
contact information on the back—and 
get them into the mail. Qur address is 


below and to the right, both. 


SUICIDE IS PAINLESS 


Just a quick question. I know the 
suicide Girls have a Facebook page— 
is there going to be a page created for 
this magazine, or 15 there one already 
and I don't know where it 1s. Thanks. 


--Kevin Burbulak 
Via e-mail 


At present we have no plans to include 
a Suicide Girls page in ITA, but 


anything is possible. 





— Kasimir Malevich 


THE POLISH CONNECTION 


Back in the February issue you 
featured a Polish tattooer named Piotr 
Olejnik. The guy's work is completely 
off the chain. I loved it. I have no way 
to get to Eastern Europe, but damn. 1 
mean Damn, man. 


-- Al “The Pal” Walker 
Cleveland, Ohio 


We || pass that along: Damn. 


SELF EXPOSURE 


| have a tattoo photo of myself that І 
would like to submit for your magazine 
and was wondering where I would send 
it to? (e-mail) Thanks for your help. 


--Matthew ۵ 
Ма e-mail 


At present we do пої accept e-mailed 
photos or discs of images. We re 
limited to actual photographs that 
arrive in our offices. See below for 


complete submission guidelines. 


NOW AND FOREVER 


I’ve been thinking about how you're 
doing lately. It's a tragedy going on in 


| Te A 一 一 
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Japan. І was just there last November here safely, and if used, are credited correctly. Send photographs—NO DISCS 
and even got tattooed. Austin 15 insane —{о: 
with South by Southwest right now 
and I may be tattooing some up-and- International Tattoo Art 
coming rock stars this weekend. The 669 Montrose Ave. 
shop has been super busy, so І have a South Plainfield, NJ 
bunch of new tattoo pictures to send 07080-06 76 
you. 
Also, l've been working on some Be sure that your name, shop name, and address are on the back of EACH 
custom painted wood Ouija boards as PHOTO. A phone number is also helpful. Just throwing a piece of paper with 
art projects. ГИ start with a theme like the name on it into the envelope is not sufficient. If you need to be certain that 


"Russian prison tattoo” and replace the Пе package arrived, use the U.S. Post Office $ Delivery Confirmation system. 

yes, no and goodbye with da, nyet and They attach a green sticker to the item and you can check its status online. Or 
dasvidanya. ГІІ send you some pictures ship FedEx or UPS. Because of the volume of mail we receive we cannot answer 

of those, too. questions about an individual package either by phone or online. 

Hope you are well and healthy. Finally—we ask that you send us exclusive photographs. If you ге sending 
the work to other places at the same time, we d rather not get it. Our leadtime is 

--[ina Forever ` long—we work as much as five months ahead of the cover date, so be patient. 
Resurrection Tattoo Thank you for thinking of INTERNATIONAL TATTOO ART—we couldn t do it 

Austin, TX without you. 


GETTING INTO OUR PAGES 


I’m an inked model with a number of 
credits. I need an e-mail that I can send 
pictures into for possible magazine 


submission. Thanks for your time. 





--Melissa Jo Collins 


Via e-mail 


Му name 15 Shell Ann. I'm а tattooed 
model and I would like to know how to ох | ۱ 
become one of your hot cover models. — ~ iti š P 
Can you tell me how? Thanks for your ” j m d ve " y m c б | а 5 H O U р L L D. 
time. 


669 Montrose p aveNUe 


--Shell Ann | a 7 
Via e-mail 8 | south pLainfieLD, мем « 


I'm wondering how or if it's possible 


JERS sey 07080. . 


to be featured as a model in your 


magazine? 


--Shawna Alexis 


Via e-mail 


We really value your submissions 





and want to be sure that they get 
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= By Amanda Stephan 

Š " ess Yen, also known as Horiyen, gives special attention to how he represents the world around him in his art, as well 
E. as how he presents himself in his day-to-day existence. А practicing Buddhist, Yen strives to be compassionate 
= and is always mindful of karma. He fervently believes that what goes around comes around, that respect апа 
š) . honor given will ultimately result in respect and honor received. Since his initiation into the tattoo universe more 





than 23 years ago, Horiyen has not only lived by this philosophy, but he has also encouraged many young artists 
to embrace his respectful and multi-dimensional approach to art and life. He has offered a framework for the tattoo 
dreams of close to 40 apprentices. A handful of those apprentices have gone on to join the ranks of the Jess Yen Tattoo 
Family. 

Jess Yen was born in Taiwan. His father died in a plane crash when Yen was only a month old. Raised by his 
grandfather in what he describes as a strict traditional Japanese way, Yen says he and his mother experienced many 
hardships during his childhood. “І believe this has made me a strong person inside," he said. 

Along with an inner strength, Yen has a large supply of creative energy. At an early age, he demonstrated an 
enthusiasm and aptitude for art. He enjoyed drawing and creating using a variety of mediums, including acrylic, oil, 
markers, watercolors, charcoal, and pencil. To encourage this artistic exploration, Yen's mother enrolled him in an art 
and technical high school in Taipei. 
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When he was 13, Horiyen added tattooing to his repertoire ої mediums. He used a bamboo stick апа а needle to tattoo 
a Kanji character on а classmate's arm. “l learned the technique of hand-poke tattooing by watching other tattooists and 
trying it out myself," he said. "When І picked up the needle tying into a bamboo stick and started tattooing, it was like déjà 
vu. It seems like | was a tattoo artist in a previous life, and this was in my memory. This did not mean that | was already good 
at that time. It took many years of work and trying out different tools, needle-making, inks and techniques." 

Although he felt this connection to tattooing and appreciated it as a unique form of expression, Horiyen did not initially 
consider making a living as a tattooist. “І always believed that | was destined to do some great things," he said. “However, 
| never thought that | would have done it through tattooing.” 

Instead, Yen entered college and continued his study of the arts. He paid particular attention to the work of artists like Ito 
Hikozou, a great Japanese artist who specialized in portraying characters and heroes of the Suikoden. "The vigorous facial 
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changes and movement of each character inspired me," 
he said. "Another great artist is Horiyoshi III. He is my idol 
since | was a teenager. I still remember looking at his picture 
on the wall when | was tattooed back in Taiwan. Finally, my 
big brother, Jack Mosher, aka Horimouja, is also a great 
artist. He taught many great techniques in sketching and 
portraying." Over the years, Yen's inspirations have also 
included Hwa San Chiuen, Nagano Tsuyoshi, Shimura 
Tatsumi, and Rob Gonsalves. 

After Horiyen earned his bachelor's degree, he spent 
several years working with a Japanese interior designer. 
This experience added a whole new dimension to his art. 
Together with his teacher, Yen worked on numerous urban 
projects, as well as some celebrity homes. "During my few 
years working with the Japanese interior designer, | worked 
a lot with marker, and it became my specialty and one of my 
favorite mediums," he explained. "As an interior designer 
in Taiwan, the work hours were very long. ۱ spent a lot of 
time studying perspective and creating different types of 
materials and textures, such as metal, fabric, water, wood 
and their reflections and contrast. These skills became 
great assets to me in tattooing.” 

Horiyen's shift from interior design to tattooing came after 
he ventured over to the United States. Initially, the purpose 
for his travels was to earn a master's degree in Fine Arts 
from a graduate school in New York. "Unfortunately, my 
mom back in Taiwan had experienced a financial difficulty, 
so | was not able to complete the program," he said. Yen 
then traveled to Southern California for a language program 
at UC Irvine. To earn an income while he studied, Horiyen 
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divided his time working as an art teacher and а bartender. 
"As a poor artist, | knew | would have to find a way to 
survive," he said. "In a fortuitous way, | visited a tattoo 
parlor in Venice Beach with my friends. That was my first 
time to see an electrical tattoo machine and | was amazed 
by its speed. | decided to combine my hand-poked tattoo 
skill with an advantage of an electrical machine to make a 
living." 

During the early stages of Horiyen's tattoo career, he 
worked out of his garage. Eventually Yen was offered a 
spot by a local shop owner. Horiyen accepted his invitation 
and eventually he purchased that shop in Alhambra, 
Calif., and made it his own studio, My Tattoo. It has been 
almost 23 years since Horiyen did that first Kanji character 
on his classmate, but he considers the beginning of his 
professional career to be 16 years ago in California when 
he discovered the possibilities associated with being a 
tattoo artist. 

Horiyen continues to awaken his special blend of 
tattoo awareness іп his apprentices and colleagues. “І am 
especially proud of members of Jess Yen Tattoo Family," he 
said. "They all have 'Horiyen' emblem tattooed on different 
parts of their bodies. This symbolizes their life commitment 
to a tattoo career and our tattoo family. My training process 
is harsh, and they all work very hard to earn the family name, 
so | am very grateful to my students who have helped me 
to make it so far together. My biggest reward is to see each 
becoming an independent and respectful artist who finds 
his/her own specialty and builds his/her own clientele." 

Contact Jess Yen on the Web at www.mytats.com. 


1% 


m IL F i ] 1 
ғ "LIÉ “ай ch к Қ, 
а OQ 


Pres | N k. ы | d № 


РАСА 





[= Баке МЕ њи 1-65 ус: 
[Xin алата ۱ 






LU т. Г == 







— 





12 | wiiw.tnternationaltattooart.com 


Jess уем 


[ 


б 


三 її 


зай ii 


ñ 


ШІ 


е Dow 


че 


rf 
— = 


Ai 


miss GO = Е 


SÄ 


Release: StoreMags & Fanten 








You subscribe to ITA for опе reason: Content. Now there's more than one way to bring you 
that content: Introducing digital subscriptions. Just place your subscription order and a 
digital version,absolutely identical to the printed copy,is emailed to you! Each and every 

Issue of ITA is now available in downloadable versions for your convenience! The same great 

content,the finest digitalized quality sent straight to your computer,all at a terrific discount! 

Like our printed magazines,they're yours to keep forever. Mail or online? Either way,get the 
content you want! 


It's your choice!!! 
An online subscription to INTERNATIONAL TATTOO ART 
is just $24.99 for 12 issues!!! 
ORDER YOURS TODAY! GO TO WWW.INTERNATIONALTATTOOART.COM 
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-Freddi Negrete. Shamrock Tattoo West Hollywood 


Ways Tattoo‏ 0۔ 


-George Edwin Totten. Golden Eagle Tattoo, Santa Barbara 
- Matt Arriola 
-Madison Tattoo E North hollywood 
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Photos by Bill DeMichele Story by Shannon 


The year had just been kick-started and before you knew it March was marching to its finish. 


Over the weekend of March 26-28, the Philly Tattoo Convention, under its official moniker of the Philadelphia Tattoo Arts 
Convention was rolling on wheels of fire at the Sheraton Philadelphia City Center Hotel. 
Entertainment is always abundant, provided to an inked public by host Troy Timple. The weekend included live bands, 
live suspension acts, burlesque shows, tattoo contests, an art gallery, and, to top it all off, a visitation by the one and | 
only Enigma. 
Donnie Kizzee, Krooked Ken, Jonathan Lewis, David Bell, Nicola Bell, Chris Bucher, JUS ет jen 27 
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Keith Marcelle, Humberto Munoz, Jimmy Munoz, Mike 
Cann, Logan Davis, Steven Junkins, Jake Kirk, Jamie 
Finkenbinder, Stelios, Егіс Barmore, Justin Persful, 
Jonathan Kellogg, Phil Gallagher, Casey Olejniczak, 
Ashley Huber, Dave Wah, Tuan Le, Amber Fowler, Sue 
Garcia, Jordan Miller, Garth Hixon, Josh Fallon, Mike 
Passwaters, Duffy Fortner, Dave Myers, Dave Lukeson, Big 
Al, Kurt, Eileen Fabbricatore, Sam Silva, Robyn Enalem, 
Tim Pangburn, Myke Chambers, Jeff Paetzold, Eva 
Huber, Tony Mancia, Landon Lewis, Ryan Spahr, Jason 
Lambert, Cara Cable, Chris Chieco, Adam Pasquali, Steve 
McKenzie, Bill Rhine, Jamie "Tank" Smith, Alex Feliciano, 
Meghan Patrick, Douglas Mendoza, Paco Rollins, Jason 
Scott, Annette LaRue, Glen 'Oz' Dillinger, Whitney Schiller, 
Cassie Dillinger, Johannes, Esban L Rey, Nick Vitanza, 
Brad Buehrle, Lantz Fisk, Jesse Keegan, John Pohl, Hich 
Kimmel, Bob Dodge, Tony Silva, Anthony D'Aiuto, Matt 
otankis, Toby Nolte, Buz Hasson, James Marlowe, Gary 
White, Jimme Paulk, Jay Cunliffe, Nate Cook, Cheryl 
Tarulli, Horiryu, Phillip Spearman, Steve Martin, Timmy B, 
Tim Wagle, Russ Corbett, Luke Romaniw, Jes Strickler, 
Mark D Sunday Jr, Jared Smalley, Natalia, Dorothy, 
Jessica, Kelly Green, Katrina Gafford, Parry Chotipradit, 
Lee O'Gorman, Gene Coffey, Justin Pinhead Garcia, Justin 
smash Whitehouse, Brad Nugent, Adam Oiler, Jake Scott, 
John Sweeney, Alex Rios, Chad Roloson, Randy Llamas, 
Nick Cacc, Chuk Hognell, Brandie Popps, Neil England, 
Fred Berthel, Jon Jon, Anthony Sinerco, Wilham Paredes, 
Ryoko Miyahara, Robert Bonhomme, Max Gould, Audre 
Fulfer, Rush, Shawn O'Hare, Jamie Gurza, Rob Hill, Oogie, 
Hich Bustamante, Erick Diaz, Todd Woodward, Adam 
Korothy, Marlo Salvatierra, Ella Trick, Jon Wade, Brian 
Garber, Tim Kamedze, Doug Conway, Tony Humpel, Sean 
Green, Andre Cheko, Rafael Serrano, Joe Butt, Heath 
Clements, Cary Butt, Kelly Gelling, Kristen Goetz, Michael 
Aquilino, Greg DiGiacinto, Reese Pursell, Roman Cosia, 
lan Oliver, Greg Dyer, Daniel Roacha, Jay Ski, George 
Labrada, Bruce Deslauriers, Joshua Griffin, Joe Martinez, 
David Cise, Bill Waverly, Mathew Clarke, Audi Pauliaconis, 
Jeremy Miller, Tommas Page, Chris Tavino, Rob Roache, 
Ron 570, Dan Henk, Geoff Horn, Jonathan Penchoff, Chris 
otuart, Matt Bagwell, Frank Demao, Phil Morgan, Sue 
Gertner, Megan Murphy, Jesse Probus, Doc, Holly Gill, 
Caesar, Tibi, Joe Leonard, Jared Powell, Brian Charles, 
Aaron Steichen, Jason Wheeler, Chris Lowe, Halo, Carter 
Moore, Jon Silvestri, Dave Kriseman, Neil Worth, Brian 
Leebrick, Bryan Humphries, Jess Yen, Andy Iran, Man Yao, 
Poch, Scott Lukacs, Nick Stegall, Justen Borrero, Maggie 
Pabon, Justin Habbershon, Natan Alexander, Rick Lohm, 
Beau Brady, Paul Roe, Cynthia Rudzis, Liaa Walter, Robie 
Sayan, Tattoo by Н.З., Joel Valdez, Mike Deering, Chris 
Strangebreu, Rob Holland, Chris Clements, Ben Mack, 
Andre Perales, Dillon Sims, Gail Sims, Mark Lo Bianco, 
Shannon Deathless, Jessee Vomhit, Rachael Shelly, Kyle 
Proia, Chris Sullivan, James Coldiron, Eric Wilcox, Ricky 
Minor, Michael Lanning, Jamie Hern, Shayne Parker, Nate 
Moretti, Tom Butts, Jae Audette, Eric Wilcox, TJ Mclnnis, 
Brad Stevens, Pat Murdough, Kevin Berube, Michael Artist: Kaos 
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Flood, Adam Pietras, Masami Inagaki, Flick, Blake Becker, Robert Fiore, Christian De Meglio, Jacqueline Jennings, 
Jerome Gunn, Kamala Smith, Tony Rodriguez, Caroline Evans, Jason Wymbs, Michael Weber, Duong Nguyen, Brian 
Freda, Natasha Inderbitzin, Vince Villalvazo, Tony Mancia, Rich Cseri, Pete Terranova, Steve Monie, Christian Perez, 
Kike Castillo, Vaugh Rosendale, Carly Corpse, Chris Marchetto, Richard Menet, Kim Bowers, Jemola Addley, Ben 
Krzykowski, Taylor Mills Eddie Focht, Luis Garcia, Rene Ramoo, Mathew Delamort, Onini Kanabo, Wolfie, Will Dose 
Eckies, Brian Campbell, Cohwen J. Allen, John Shainline, Joseph Lasheski, Aleks Salaneck, Kris Ziegler, Stefhan 
Salaneck, Christian Perez, Marvin Silva, Shane Baker, Dave Racci, Alex Harris, John Mesa, Jason Goldberg, Seth 
Mushrush, Karl Hedgepath, Tony Morrell, Eric Doyle, Murray Sell, Scott Sylvia, Ken Karnage, Brian Soldano, Scotty 
Kelly, Damien Rodriguez, Kei Ishy Ishigaki, Billi Vegas, Jessica Veprovsky, Joshua Bowers, Paul Nycz, Jonathan Vega, 
Tony Scientific, Dune DiCapo, Kevin Cole, Matty Matlock, Randy Hall, Isaiah Ronan, Mike Adams, Josh Stephans, 
Во McConaghie, Drew Rash, Brian Patton, Loco Roche, Ray Baranowski, Brandon Hamilton, Chad Miskimon, Javier 
(Che) Rivera, Ashley Matthias, Eliezer Falcon, Pirkko Gomsi, Jacquelyn Singer, Alex Sabur, Chris Gogel, Tom Hazelton, 
Hobin Punky Lasky, Victor Modafferi Steve Skelly, Liz Manzolini, El Serio, Tazz, White Trash Matt, Brian Marsman, Jason 
Coale, Waylon Rogers, Shaun Bushnell, Axel, Daniel Peace, Jennie Peace, LeDon Peace, Heather Maranda, Heather 
Mouser-Fields, Bobby Fields, Valerie Weber, Amanda Roberts, Ish Schuurbiers, Jake Bremer, Brian Fuentes, Charles 
Friedland, Robbie Ripoll, Tommy "Мо Hands" Beheler, Rodrigo Melo, Brian Marsman, Michael Scott Cooper, Jeremy 
McCullough, Matt Knopp, Greg Christian, Віск Meggison, Saylor, Megan Marie, Jason Angst, Mike Hooligan, Eddie 
Kes, Paul Marino, Mike Dunbar, Jordan Moore, Eddie Ospina, Phil Sloveck, Maggie Serpica, Mike Bunnicelli, Christian 
Masot, Ricardo Tarra - Ruler, Big Jaz, Slim, Metro, Ruby Cronk, Miguel Villanuvea, Albert Valladars, George Hernandez, 
Matt Schied, Todd Lowell, Troy Souder and Bassir Scott. 

For information about this or other conventions under the Tattooed Kingpin auspices, check the Website: www. 
tattooedkingpin.com. You'll find all the gory details there. «а 
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Artist: Brian Brennar 
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Artist: Sarah Miller 
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Artist: Tazz Chucky Artist: James Vaughn 
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Artist: Kelly Gelling 
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Artist: Jared Stomber Artist: Jared Stomber 
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Artist: Jake Kirk 
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In your neck of the woods, you shouldn the a stranger to anybody in the tattoo 
Community. Your studio should һе a household name, ringing off every Пр. 


While we cant guarantee the household name part, we can help. Advertise 


in our new Regional Advertising Section. This program offers a special rate 
to businesses in your area. For details, see below. 
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By Amanda Stephan 


round the time that Tomas Miroslav, Known as Miro, 
was entering adulthood and preparing to face the 
world as aman, his home country was in the throes 
. of a war for independence of its own. Miro was born 
in Yugoslavia in 1971 and 20 years later, he prepared to 
flee from the turmoil that would soon become the Yugoslav 
War. Struggling to determine what he should make of his 
life, Miro was certain of one thing: he wouldn't find a stable 
future in Yugoslavia. “In ex-Yugoslavia, there is not much 
to do except parties and concerts and going out,” he 
said. "| started drawing comics at the age of fifteen years 
and invented my own characters, but І lived in the wrong 
country." The outlook for private sector work diminished 
even further with Yugoslavia on the brink of war. In 1991, 
Miro migrated to Germany. 

Once in Germany, Miro was exposed to a potential 
career that he had never before considered: tattooing. "In 
the beginning of the Nineties, | did not know that there are 








МІВО 


tattoo shops around and didn't even think about that you 
are able to live from making tattoos," he recalled. "At this 
time in Germany there were only a handful of tattoo shops, 
and most of them in the area where American barracks 
are. 50, of course, most of the customers in Germany 
were American soldiers. | think it was in April, 1992, when | 
walked into a magazine store where | found the first tattoo 
magazine and bought it. | was so excited. | went home and 
drew all the tattoo pictures out of the magazine." 

Miro began attempting to learn to tattoo immediately. 
Although he had dabbled in tattooing prior to 1992, he 
doesn't consider that experimentation "real" tattooing. In 
April of 1992, however, Miro buckled down and applied 
himself to learning to tattoo properly. This was no easy 
feat. "At that time it was all different, no Internet, nobody 
wants to tell you anything about tattooing because they are 
afraid of competition," he said. "Today it's very easy to get 
information about tattooing.” 

Just three years after he applied himself to learning to 
tattoo, Miro and his wife opened Tomas Tattoo, in Erlangen, 
Germany. Fortunately, that venture proved to be a fruitful one 
and Miro continues to devote all of his energy to keeping it 
SO. His daily work at the shop is 90-percent freehand tattoo 
art. "The rest is custom work with stencil," he said. "If the 
customer brings his idea to the shop, | make my own stencil 
or interpretation of the idea for him, so it is the best way for 
me to make it more fluid on the body and the result is the 
best." 
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Over the years, Miro has inadvertently earned the 
reputation as an artist who specializes іп skull-themed 
art, due in part to his long-time fascination with fantastical 
images, like those in the art of Frank Frazatta, Simon 
Bisley, and Boris Vallejo. "In Germany," һе said, “І have the 
reputation of the skull-maker, but some of the clients think 
now І only make skulls, which is not true. They think I'm 
not able to do other stuff. They would be surprised if they 
see a portrait or some old-school tattoo from me, but my 
preferences are demons, warriors, and skulls." 

Nevertheless, Miro hopes to avoid classification at all 
costs. "My personal taste changes from time to time," he 
said. “Теп years ago, | did much realistic, but after years 
of experience, | decided if the skin of the customer is not 
perfect or the customer is not good about aftercare, the 
result is not satisfactory." What never changes is Miro's 
dedication to making steadfast tattoos. “І think sometimes 
less is more," he said. "That means | make a powerful outline 
and nice solid shading, and І found out that the tattoos look 
very nice, even ten years later. А tattoo should look good 
forever, not only for one year. That's the way І try to make 
tattoos, so | hope they always look good. І normally tattoo 
everything, from a little flower to a big backpiece. Custom 
or free hand, І love tattoos and making them." 

Keep track of Tomas Miroslav on the Web through his 
multitude of sites: www.tattoo-tomas.de, www.pileofskulls. 
com, www.facebook.com/tattootomas, and www.myspace. 
com/tattootomas. «Ba 
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n 1936, Life Magazine published an estimate that 10 million Americans, approximately six percent of 
the population, had at least one tattoo. Today, with tattooing being ranked as one of the fastest growing 
| eetries of retail business, it's not surprising that the number of Americans with at least one tattoo has grown 
- substantially. It is now estimated that more than 45 million Americans have at least one tattoo. Now apply that degree 
* of growth to the world and imagine the astounding size of the tattoo community as a whole. 
| To stand out as a tattoo artist in this world market is no small feat, yet German artist Randy Engelhard has done 
just that. Furthermore, Engelhard stands out in the field of realistic artists. He specializes in taking images that 
customers bring him and reproducing them on the skin. This genre of tattooing is in high demand, and it is easy to 
spot an artist who has it figured out. Randy Engelhard has it down. His home studio is Heaven of Colours in Zwickau, 
Germany. From there, he fans out across the world. | 

Engelhard's travel itinerary is extensive and continues to grow to accommodate his increasing clientele. Currently, it N 
includes stopovers in Las Vegas for a guest spot at Mario Barth's studio, in California to attend Ink-N-Iron and to work ` 
with Roman Аргедо at Artistic Elements, and then on to Calgary where he has a guest spot at Immaculate Concept. 

He also regularly spends time in Frankfurt, Germany; Melbourne, Australia; Doncaster and London, England. 

The fact that he has clients from around the world requesting his custom artwork is one of Engelhard's proudest 
achievements. He is able to fill appointments in the destinations of his choosing. He is also proud of the two tattoo 
conventions that he organizes each year, Tattoo Expo Zwickau and Rock'n Ink Chemnitz. Those shows allow 
Engelhard to make connections with other artists from around the world, artists whom he admires like Boris, Nikko 
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Hurtado, and Mike DeVries. He has collected tattoos 
from his peers, several from'Boris in particular. "What 
| get is decided by the artist,” һе said. “І just give him 
a rough theme and let him freehand." The conventions 
also enable him to showcase his tattooing, which 
Engelhard describes as colorful realism. He enjoys 
combining subjects that might ordinarily be in 
opposition. “І often try to connect beauty with 
something емії/детопіс," he said. 

Engelhard has spent the last 10 years finding 
harmonious ways to present his vision through art. 
Tattooing has brought him to a place.of comfortable 
peace. It also satisfies a life-long ambition that took 
root when he was in the sixth grade. This success 
has helped his family become comfortable with his 
chosen path as well. "After | started to earn money 
they were calm,” he said. "Before it was; of course, а 
bit difficult, but now it's ok for all of them." Meanwhile, 
Englehard spends his time tilting the statistics in his 
own way, making sure more people worldwide have 
more tattoos. 

You can locate Randy Engelhard on the Web at 
www.heavenofcolours.de or at.his studio, Heaven of 

Colours in Zwickau, Germany. «Жа 
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MICHIGAN'S 


ZAQ WEAVER 


By Amanda Stephan 








WHEN ZAQ WEAVER JOINED THE TATTOO COMMUNITY, his family 
wasn't certain that he had chosen the best career path. "They were a little apprehensive 
at first," he said, "but once they saw that this was something that | really loved and wasn't 
just some passing phase, they backed me wholeheartedly." 

Before committing to tattooing, Weaver was employed in an art-based company, an 
outfit that did graphic design and photography. Unfortunately, not all of Weaver's duties 
demanded creativity. Whenever there wasn't “art” work for him to do, he had to pick 
up the slack in other departments, which included proofreading and writing. It became 
clear to Weaver that a traditional office environment wasn't for him. "At some point while 
working there | started getting tattooed and the thought crossed my mind that, 'Hey, this 
could be a thing that | could really enjoy," Weaver said. “І had always liked the idea of 
tattoos and tattooing, but never really thought it was an option. It's not exactly what your 
guidance counselor tells you is okay during school." 

Weaver began to spend more time at a local studio and even negotiated his way into 
what he describes as a half-assed apprenticeship. “І honestly don't count any of this time 
at all," he said, "but the one thing І learned during this period is what a good tattoo looks 
like. After looking through a magazine one day, | came across a few pictures that | thought 
were amazing. When І went to the credits, to my surprise it was an artist only about forty- 
five minutes from where | lived. At that point, | set off to get tattooed by that artist." That's 
when Weaver met Todd Melson of Marvel Tattoo in South Bend, Indiana. 

After a few sessions of tattoo work with Melson, Weaver began bringing his own 
artwork in for Melson to critique. Weaver listened attentively, making the revisions that 
were suggested and bringing the artwork back to Melson to re-evaluate. Weaver's 
diligence paid off when Melson offered to take him on as an apprentice. "That's the day 
my life changed forever," Weaver said, "and | am forever grateful to Todd and everything 
he has ever done for me." 

On June 22, 2005, Weaver began tattooing at Marvel. It's this date that he uses to Pri 
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his tattoo anniversary. Since, Weaver has turned to a 
multitude of other artists for inspiration. He counts Colin 
McClain, Tim Biedron, Nick Baxter, Adrian Dominic, 
Nathan Kostechko, Shige, Grime, and Guy Aitchison 
among them. “Гуе been lucky enough to have been 
tattooed by several of them and even luckier to have 
become friends with some of them," Weaver said. 
"Every one of these guys has either inspired me by 
the amazing work they put out or inspired me by being 
there for me and pushing me to further myself." 

Weaver has found a comfort zone artistically, 
creating artwork that he characterizes as a bastardized 
combination of photorealism and New School. "| tend 
to feel that my artwork is very natural," he said. “І try to 
push nature and organic textures. It's about bringing 
forth the inner beauty of what із around us." Weaver 
has also found a more literal comfort zone in which 
he can create art. His studio, Conception Gallery, 
celebrated its one-year anniversary in January, 2011. 
Zaq and his wife also welcomed their first child in 
February. 

With all that has occurred as of late, Zaq Weaver 
has a lot to appreciate. “І cannot express how grateful 
| am to [odd Melson. Todd has not only helped my 
career but truly helped me as a person. Without his 
guidance, | wouldn't be anywhere." 

Find Zaq Weaver at Conception Gallery in Saint 
Joseph, Michigan, or on the Web at zaqweaver.com. 
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AE Professional. 


СОЛІ 7 Call for а free catalog. 
у Toll Free: 866-441-8190 
LL www.bicknee.com 
Email:bicknee(€? zoomnet.net 


636 N TUSTIN ST 
ORANGE,CA 92867 
714.997.4FTW / 714.997.4389 
FINETATTOOWORK.COM 
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° Medical Supplies 
° Piercing Supplies 
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Ben Theisen, Primitive Soul Tattoo 
Lakewood. CO 
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Paul Aker, Deep Six Tattoo Doc Cooper, Saint Tattoo Jerrett Spaeth, Monarch Tattoo 
Philadelphia; PA Knoxville, ТМ Kennewick, WA 
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Matt Allsman, White Dragon Tattoo 
Columbus, NE 
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Knoxville; TN 
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John Vance, Fantasy Ink 
Meriden, CT 


Chris Myra, Dog House ШКО 
Ontario, Canada 
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Nina Gaudin. Tattoo Clinic 
North Platte, NE 


John Solano, Life-like Tattoos 


Los Angeles, CA 











Mike Ferguson, Ist Amendment Tattoo Tim McGrath, АП or Nothing Tattoo 
Temecula, CA Atlanta, СА 
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Tim McGrath, All ог Nothing Tattoo Bill Brugger, Big Guns Tattoo 
Atlanta, GA Fond Du Lac; WI 
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Pat Cohen, Twisted Ink Tattoo i | | | Nick Whybrow, Immortal Ink 
Cobleskill, NY South Woodham Ferrers, UK 
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Meghan Patrick, 1207 Studios 
Brooklawn, NJ 
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David Page, David Page Tattoos Phill Heydel, Savage Tattoos and Body Art 
Phoenix, AZ Warren, МІ 


Jim Gibbons. Old Ghost Tattoo 
Melbourne, FL 

















Jim Gibbons, Old Ghost Tattoo 


Azarja van der Veen, Shotsie's Tattoo 
Wayne, NJ Melbourne, FL 





Wesley Jackson, River City Tattoon dn | Billy Sarno, Temple Decor 
Sacramento, CA Kalispell, MT 
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Seth Davidson, Ancient Ай Tattoo Suzi O, Holdfast Tattoo 
Charleston, WV Perth, Australia 





Greg Drake, Splash of Color Tattoo Tina Forever, Kesurrection Tattoo 
East Lansing, MI Austin, TX 
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Chad Chase, Venom Ink | | Seth Davidson, Ancient Art Tattoo 
Sanford, ME Charleston, WV 
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Shahn Anderson, Electric Dragonland OJ Cohen, New Millenium Tattoo 
Hopkins, MN Miami, FL 
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Taylor Mills, Wizards’ World Ш 
Birdsboro, PA 









Megan Hoogland. Cactus Tattoo . 
Mankato, MN 





Chris “517 Rohaley, Area 51 Tattoo 
Springfield, OR 
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Drew Miele, High Rollers Tattoo Studio 
West Chester, PA 





Paul M. Puder, Next Generation Tattoos Chris Myra, Dog House Ink 


Woodbridge, VÀ Ontario, Canada 
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Matt Burns, Saint Tattoo | Michael Buckley, The Underground Tattoo Studio 
Knoxville, TN Olean. NY 





David Page, David Page Tattoos 
Phoenix, AZ 
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Ben Corn, Big Bear Tattoo 


Big Bear, CA 
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Doc Cooper, Saint Tattoo 
Knoxville; TN 
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Todd Melson. Marvel Tattoo 
South Bend. IN 
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Sulphur, LA 
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Andy Bagshaw, Living Art Tattoo 


Sioux City, ТА 
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Corey Summers, Saint Tattoo 
Knoxville, TN 


Ben КЕЙ. ‚ЖИ, ہے‎ Soul Tattoo 
Lakewood, CO 





Justin Brown. Barbella Matt Burns,.Saint Tattoo 
Fountain Valley, СА Knoxville, TN 
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Shahn Anderson; Electric Dragönland. 
Hopkins, MN 
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Corey Summers, Saint Tattoo 
Knoxville, ТМ 
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Jason Salinaz, Avalon Tattoo 
San Diego, CA 























Aim Gibbons. Old Ghost Tattoo 
Melbourne, FL 
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Carlos Arturo Arias, Bens One Tattoo 
New York; NY 
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Chad Chase, Venom Ink Tattoo | | Todd Melson, Marvel Tattoo 
Sanford. МЕ South Bend, IN 





Moto, Mofo Tats Rooster, Prick Tattoos 





Oshawa, Ontario, Canada San Antonio, TX 
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SHOP OWNE ~ 


TOLET US ADV ERT ISE 
YOURSHOP THROUGH 
OUR SHIRTS! 


Wisit our website or Call 
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Make sure you get your message across. We will print your 

business card for $85.00 per issue for a stand-ard size card 

(31/2” x 2”) or 575.00 per issue with a nine issue contract if 
four issues are paid upfront. 


For display ad rates, please contact Nancy McCrary, Interna- 
tional Tattoo Art, Mavety Media Group Ltd., 669 Montrose Ave., 
South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080. 










"I bave found this manual to be tbe most invaluable piece of literature 


available оп tbe subject. Your tattoo guide contains all the necessary 


info to get started in tbe rigbt and professional way! Леп ош of ten for 


producing what І would say із tbe tattooists BIBLE!" 


K. Wenzel, UK 


The! Ultimate Tattoo Bible! 


/.My TattooBible.com 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
Ki 
1 1 

E її зё 

| 






۰. по 






шыған 


ка 


KEE 





Ш 3 





— 


= PD 


| Trus 


ice DoWriiogr 


xam] 





Storellags.com ~ Fies M 


IT'S NOT TOO LATE ТО GET THE MAGAZINE 
THAT LEAVES AN IMPRESSION ON YOU! 





SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS FOR INTERNATIONAL TATTOO ART 
CALL TOLL-FREE: 1.888.664.7827 
$59.95 FOR TWELVE ISSUES. $74.95 FOR CANADA & МЕХІСО, $98.95 ALL OTHER FOREIGN. 
U.S. FUNDS ONLY. 





INTERNATIONAL TATTOO ART is the last word on tattoo art from around the world. No other tattoo 
magazine spans the globe like ITA, bringing you the finest in epidermal illustrations to your door! ITA has 
in-depth historical research, fascinating interviews and exclusive profiles of today's cutting edge artists! 
If you missed our exciting worldwide coverage of tattooing and tattooed people or the major behind-the- 
scene reports from conventions in every country, now is your chance to order these back issues !!! 


PLEASE MAKE YOUR SELECTION 


ENCLOSED 15 MY 1 CHECK OR Y MONEY ORDER IN U.S. CURRENCY. ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THIS PAGE. 


PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE. 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $ , FOR MAGAZINES $10.00 * FIRST ISSUE, U.S. 
($14.00 * NoN-U.S.) 


| $ 4.00 * EACH ADDITIONAL 
PAYABLE TO: MMG SERVICES, INC. ISSUE, U.S. 


$ 6.00 ۰ EACH ADDITIONAL 
ISSUE, NON-U.S. 


PLEASE CHARGE MY: T VISA 7 MASTERCARD 7 AMERICAN EXPRESS М) RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD 7%, SALES TAN 





CARD + ЕХР. DATE 

NAME SECURITY CODE# 
(For Visa/MasterCard, last 3 digits above signature- For Amex, 4 digits 
above credit card number.) 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE 2۱6+4 

EMAIL 

SIGNATURE 


181908 


| am over 18 years of age. Signature required. Credit card orders WILL NOT BE PROCESSED without a signature and security code. 


PLEASE FILL OUT ORDER FORM COMPLETELY AND MAIL TO: 
MMG SERVICES, INC. PO Box 676 SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080-0676 
OR CALL TOLL FREE 1.888.664.7827 OR FAX US AT 1.908.222.8994 
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.INTERNATIONALTATTOOART.COM 


Please do not send cash. ALLOW 4 TO 6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. ADDRESS INQUIRIES TO ММС SERVICES, INC. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. ALL MAILING LISTS ARE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. 
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MAKE CHECKS AND/OR MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE To: 
ММС SERVICES, INC. 
Please mail this coupon to: 
MMG Services, Inc., PO Box 676, 
South Plainfield, NJ 07080-0676 
1 Check “= Money order 
| d fa? y à ғұз: 
| | ہے‎ == | 
Ч HE J We JR 
Account Number Exp date. 
Security Code 8 


(For Visa/MasterCard, last 3 digits above signatura- For 
Amex, 4 digits above credit card number.) 


Name 


Address 


City state Zip 


Signature required (І am over the age of 18.) 151908 
Credit card orders WILL NOT BE PROCESSED without а signature and security code 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery. Prices are subject to change without notice. 


DO IT TODAY! 
Send for t . Canada and Mexico orders send $74.95 in U.S. funds only. 
АП other foreign send $98.95. Add $2 per issue For U.S. First Class ог Airmail delivery to Canada/Mexico, 
Add $3 per issue for all other foreign Airmail delivery. Please do not send cash. 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS PLEASE CALL 1-888-664-7827 
ANY INQUIRIES SHOULD BE MADE TO MMG SERVICES, INC., 
PO Box 676 SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080-0676 
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"A" World Wide Tattoo Supply: 15410 Stafford St,‏ جح 
TU: City of Industry, Los Angeles, California 91744 USA‏ 


Release: StoreMags & FantaMag 


